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Section A: Introduction

A.1 Huntingdonshire’s Local Plan to 2036 sets out the Council's approach to securing sustainable development
from 2011 to 2036 in order to meet identified needs. The Local Plan is structured as follows:

Section A: Introduction

This section sets out:
the purpose of the Local Plan;
an overview of Huntingdonshire district;
the key issues that have influenced the Plan; and
the vision and objectives which define the Plan, derived from the key issues identified above.

Section B: Strategy

This section sets out:
the housing and jobs targets which the Local Plan aims to meet;
the geographical distribution of future development in the district, focusing the highest levels of growth in
locations with best access to services and facilities; and
the Council's requirements for how development should contribute to infrastructure delivery.

Section C: Development Management Policies

This section contains policies which set out the Council's detailed requirements for planning applications.  It
includes policies relating to:

design;
economy;
community;
environment.

Section D: Allocations for Development

This section identifies sites considered to be the most suitable for delivering the Local Plan's strategy for
sustainable growth. The site allocation policies highlight the key issues for each site.

Section E: Policies Map

The Policies Map is provided in a separate document to the Local Plan itself. It shows the extent of land that
is affected by all policies of this Local Plan that are specific to a particular piece of land, including all of the
Allocations policies.
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Council approach to site-specific development viability

A number of policies in this Local Plan acknowledge that in certain circumstances, there may be cause for
the Council to negotiate a reduction in compliance with development standards or levels of infrastructure
contribution, including affordable housing, in order to reach an economically viable solution to enable
development to proceed.  In such cases, a developer may be required to provide a formal 'open book' viability
assessment to support a proposal that does not comply with the Local Plan policy requirement. Where this
is required, the developer must meet the costs of the Council's verification of this.
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2.6 Huntingdonshire contains one other town, Godmanchester, a large number of villages of varying sizes,
hamlets and isolated dwellings in the countryside.  Outside the towns the larger settlements have a range
of services such as a primary school, a range of shops, public transport services, a community meeting
place, a general practitioner's surgery and a range of employment opportunities. These settlements often
play a role in providing services for residents of nearby smaller villages and countryside areas. The
settlements which most strongly perform this function are identified later in this chapter.

2.7 Predominantly rural, Huntingdonshire includes many smaller villages scattered across the district which
largely retain their historic form.  Buildings clustered around a church or village green and linear patterns
are both common settlement patterns. These patterns contribute to the distinctiveness and character of
these settlements and the wider area.

2.8 The countryside is strongly shaped by the agricultural heritage of the district.  Large swathes comprise
high quality agricultural land used for arable crops. The north east of Huntingdonshire is heavily influenced
by the fen landscape forming a strong contrast to the west which is dominated by gently rolling claylands
with more wooded areas with Grafham Water and the Kym valley adding to the landscape character. The
valley of the River Great Ouse dominates the landscape of the central and eastern parts of the district
being an attractive landscape with a particular sense of enclosure and tranquillity providing many
opportunities for quiet recreational use.
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Figure 1 : District Map
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Settlement Portraits

2.9 The following pages provide summary portraits of the market towns and largest villages in Huntingdonshire.
Each settlement's population is shown(5), followed by symbols showing what services that settlement
contains. The key below defines the symbols used.

Community & LeisureRetail & Commercial services

LibraryFood shopping

Leisure CentreNon-food shopping

Public HallService (e.g. hairdressers,

Food and drink (i.e. pub, cafe,
restaurant)

Bank

Employment

Industrial estateEducation & Health

Business parkDay nursery

Primary School

TransportSecondary School

Bus service (hourly or better)Further Education College
(post-18)

Train stationGP Surgery

Hospital

5 All population figures shown in this chapter are sourced from Census 2011
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Huntingdon

Community & LeisurePopulation

23,732

EmploymentRetail & Commercial

TransportEducation & Health

1. Nightingale Mews

2. Moorhouse Drive

5. Farmers market4. Hartford Village Hall3. Victoria Square
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St Neots

Community & LeisurePopulation

30,870

EmploymentRetail & Commercial

TransportEducation & Health

1. St Neots Market Place

2. Riverside

5.Town centre services4. Play area, Loves Farm3. Barford Road Pocket Park

12

2 Huntingdonshire District
Huntingdonshire Local Plan | Huntingdonshire's Local Plan to 2036



St Ives

Community & LeisurePopulation

16,384

EmploymentRetail & Commercial

TransportEducation & Health

1.Town centre shops and services

2. St Ives bridge

5.The Broadway4. River frontage3. St Ives business park
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Ramsey and Bury

Community & LeisurePopulation

8,479

EmploymentRetail & Commercial

TransportEducation & Health

1. Great Whyte

2. Ramsey Abbey School

5. Edge of town supermarket4. New homes3. Church Green
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